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D
ear Readers, 
It is with great joy that I present to you the 
third issue, Volume I, Number III, of . 
Voices of Hellenism started three years ago with 
a simple goal—to help the Greek community’s 

writers and artists disseminate their work to the greater Greek 
Diaspora and beyond. In editing and publishing our last three 
issues, we have worked with many talented writers and artists 
to achieve that goal. I could not be more proud of where we are 
today—offering Greeks of all backgrounds a legacy of pride for 
literature, language, faith, and culture. 

Voices of Hellenism is a community effort of native Greeks, 
Diaspora Greeks, and Philhellenes coming together to build an 
idiosyncratic literary platform in which a diverse group of writ-
ers and artists have a voice. I am proud to have started such 
a journal and to be the publisher of such an elegant publica-
tion. But none of it would be possible without the support and 
expertise of the editorial board, board of directors, interns, and 
volunteers. 

Nonprofit literary journals are not an easy task and without 
proper community support, we cannot continue to publish each 
issue that presents excellent works of fiction, poetry, nonfiction, 
scholarship, and avant-garde artwork. At this time, I appeal to 
each and every one of you to see the importance of such a literary 
platform. Consider donating to our 501.C3 nonprofit or contem-
plate becoming a volunteer. We offer year-round editorial board, 
translation board, board of director, and internship opportunities 
for volunteers of all ages and walks of life. Above all, I encourage 
each and every one of you to write. 

In editing and publishing a balanced journal like , I 
have witnessed writers become better at what they do and have 
become a better writer myself. My work with this journal led to 

Toward the New Voice



72 0 1 5   |   V O I C E S

my first novel, which will be completed in October of 2015. Read-
ing and volunteering with our publication encourages creativity, 
progress, and a connection to the Greek community unlike any 
other. We are intellectually stimulating, and our focus is com-
munity combined with academia. We are a small, independent 
publisher that stands by the contributing author. 

In building the Greek-American literary scene, we are 
encouraging creative growth for future generations of our peo-
ple. Like always, it is my fervent hope that you will enjoy the 
published works in this issue. It is also my hope that you will 
consider becoming involved with Voices of Hellenism in some 
capacity. I wish you happy and healthy writing and reading in 
2015. 

Sincerely, 

Annamarie Buonocore 
Publisher, Founding Editor
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Roster and Genealogy of 

Emigrants from Greece Settled in 

Chiloé (1800-1900) 

BY  PABLO  A.  PÉREZ

Chile is a country of southwest South Amer-

ica with a long Pacific coastline. It was 

originally inhabited by Araucanian Indian 

tribes, colonized by Spain in 1541, and 

gained independence in 1818. Chile consists 

chiefly of the Andes in the east, the Atacama 

Desert in the north, a central fertile region, 

and a huge southern region of almost unin-

habitable mountains, glaciers, fjords, and 

islands. In addition to its stunning natu-

ral beauty, the Republic of Chile boasts an 

amazing history.

Chiloé is the largest Chilean island, situ-

ated within the southern Pacific coastal 

area, the whole of which is mountainous and 

covered with wood. Chiloé was conquered 

in 1567 and was the southernmost tip of 

the Spanish crown in South America for a 

few centuries. The island’s annexation to the 

Chilean territory occurred in 1826. The his-

tory and culture of Chiloé highlights varied 

inhabitants, emigrants, and their descend-

ants.

The origin and presence of the many dif-

ferent emigrants that landed on the island of 

Chiloé opens up a new line of research on a 

very important subject in social history that 

has been studied in recent years.

This short note records the presence 

of two emigrants that clearly belong to the 

Greek nation.

Historical events and concepts

The history of the movement of the Greek 

population starts from Antiquity and con-

tinues until the present. In ancient times, 

the Hellenic diaspora included a plethora of 

communities along the littoral of the Medi-

terranean Sea, especially those of Magna 
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Graecia in southern Italy (Constantinou 

2002, . Modern historiography has associ-

ated the notion of the Greek diaspora mostly 

with the period of the Ottoman Empire,1 and 

later with Greece as an independent nation-

state (Laliotou 2005, .

It is said by some historians that a Greek 

sailor, Juan Griego, sailed with Christopher 

Columbus on his first journey to the New 

historians suggest that the sailor was origi-

nally from Genoa (Ballesteros y Beretta 

in America was a man named Don Teodoro 

caulker serving aboard the expedition of the 

Spanish explorer Pánfilo de Narváez.2

In the pre-1800 period, Greek merchant 

communities also developed in different areas 

within the territories of neighboring empires, 

such as the Austrian and the Russian 

Empires, which enabled through their eco-

nomic organizations the creation of wealthy 

merchant communities whose cultural and 

political affinities were trans-local and whose 

activities took place within a large network 

of family, ethnic and religious connections 

(Laliotou 2005, . On the American con-

tinent, the earliest known Greek immigrants 

were 400 indentured servants brought to the 

colony of New Smyrna near St. Augustine, 

Valuable topsoil was lost in many prov-

inces of the country when Greeks abandoned 

productive agricultural lands to take refuge 

in mountainous regions during the Greek war 

1 Most scholars trace the beginnings of the Greek diaspora 
back to the period of the conquest of Constantinople—capital 
of Byzantium—by the Ottomans in 1453, and the subsequent 
migration of considerable numbers of Greek-speaking 

2 In October, 1598, Narváez anchored off what is now Pensacola 

the Indians on the land who, however, insisted on keeping a 
hostage while the water was to be procured. Don Teodoro 
volunteered himself as the hostage and went ashore. He never 
returned to the ship and was presumably killed by the Indians. 
Though his life ended tragically, Don Teodoro is the first Greek 

these developments further impoverished the 

countryside and set the stage for emigration 

(Constantinou 2002, .

In the nineteenth century, the Greek 

diaspora also included communities that 

developed in countries like Egypt, where the 

construction of the Suez Canal and the culti-

vation and manufacturing of cotton boosted 

the advancement of the Greek community 

(Laliotou 2005, .

There was no significant Greek immi-

gration again until the latter decades of the 

nineteenth century, when a flood of Greeks 

joined the other nationalities making up 

the so-called new immigration from east-

labor migrants moved from southern Europe 

mainly to the USA and Canada, but also to 

other transoceanic destinations such as Aus-

tralia and New Zealand (Laliotou 2005, . 

In 1864, for example, Greek merchants estab-

lished the first Greek Orthodox parish in New 

Orleans, Louisiana (Constantinou 2002, .

In Chile and Chiloé

There is no doubt that the first Greek to set 

foot on Chilean land was Juan Martín de 

Candia, born about 1514 in Candia (now 

the conquest of Chile in 1540, and estab-

lished himself in La Imperial and Chillán, 

leaving offspring (Opazo Maturana 1941, 

86; Opazo Maturana 1957, 77; Roa y Ursúa 

The Greeks influenced the settlement and 

culture of the country without being physi-

cally represented until well after the formation 

of the Republic of Chile, which occurred in 

1810. Usually they were sailors who, for 

various reasons, were left in port and joined 

After the Republic was established, on 

March 5, 1844 the Chilean minister Manuel 

Montt passed a decree that the Greek lan-
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guage must be taught at the National 

Institute “tres veces por semana y una 

hora y media cada día”: “three times in the 

week and one and a half hours in the day” 

Officially, the presence of people of 

Greek origin in Chile is recorded for the 

period of 1854-1949 in the following num-

bers: three for the year 1854, nine for 1865, 

47 for 1875, 109 for 1885, 137 for 1895, 319 

in 1907, 522 in 1920, 674 in 1930, and 735 

in 1949 (Naciones Unidas, “Extranjeros 

number of Greeks is however difficult to 

gauge because ethnic Greeks came from the 

nation of Greece—which won independence 

from the Ottoman Turks in 1821—but also 

from the Greek populations that had formed 

around the Ottoman Empire during the 

Turkish occupation of the Greek homeland 

and perhaps impractical for the Greek con-

sular authorities to verify the Greek status 

or the expatriate identity of those who pre-

sented themselves as Greeks abroad, partly 

because the ministry concerned—Foreign 

Affairs—had no reason at that time to draw 

up any special procedure for verifying and 

As a result, the Greek colony was estab-

lished gradually. Currently, it numbers over 

three thousand people, mostly based in the 

capital, Antofagasta and La Serena. One of 

the most prominent representatives of Greek 

culture in Chile was the consul Mustakis 

Gabriel, who gave life to the “Semana Bizan-

No bibliography cites any people of 

Greek origin in Chiloé before 1900 (Zorbas 

from 1865 provides any evidence of a Greek 

presence there (Chile, Censo jeneral de la 

Both emigrants recorded in Chiloé 

appear in the mid- and late- nineteenth cen-

tury, recorded as simply “natives of Greece,” 

with no further data on their place of origin, 

except the republic of “Reatin.” They are reg-

istered as having been married according to 

the Catholic rites in 1855 and 1884. There 

is no evidence to suggest that they arrived 

together.

This work contributes to an understand-

ing of the composition and origin of the local 

population of Chiloé, and identifies the pres-

ence of ethnic Greeks living outside of their 

own borders. These people are part of the—

mostly unknown—Greek historical heritage 

of Chiloé, and their offspring could perhaps 

guide researchers to another interesting 

study in future.

Studied lineages

Juan

I. Manuel Juan: Married to María Helin.

II. Manuel Juan: “Natural de la República de 
Reatin en la Grecia y residente en este depar-
tamento [de Achao]”.3 Married according 

to the Catholic rites on 5th November 1855 

in the parish church of Achao4 to María 

Micaela Loayza (native of Achao; legiti-

mate daughter of Juan Francisco Loayza and 

Killin

I. Anastasio Killin: Married to Ciriaca 

Cutsñi.

II. Cosmo Killin: Native of Grecia and domi-

ciled in the parish chapel of Ancud. Married 

according to the Catholic rites on 7th April 

1884 in the cathedral of Ancud5 to María 

Suárez (native of the parish chapel of Ancud; 

legitimate daughter of Lorenzo Suar and 

 

3 Translated into English: “Native of the Republic of Reatin in 
Greece and domiciled in this department [of Achao]”. 
4 LMA2, foja 180.
5 LMAn1, foja 181, Nº 433.
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Juan

2. Manuel Juan: “Natural de la República de 
Reatin en la Grecia y residente en este depar-
tamento [de Achao].3

4 

Killin

Ciriaca Cutsñi.

5

 

“
”.

4 LMA2, foja 180.
5 LMAn1, foja 181, Nº 433.
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Documentation

LMA2

Front of book: “Jndice alfabetico del libro / de Matrimonio desde el año / de mil ochocientos 
tréinta el 19 de / Abril hasta el 27 de Abril del / año de mil ochocientos cincuenta / y seis. = 
(1830-Á-1856.=) / Jndice confeccionado por el Cura Párroco / Pbro. D. Germán Ampuero en 
el año 1931. / [signed:] Germán Ampuero P. / Cura Párroco. / Contiene este Cuáderno 1987 
partidas en Jndice. / [signed:] Germán Ampuero P. / CuraPárroco.”, and then a seal that says: 

“PARROQUIA de SANTA MARÍA DE ACHAO”. 

Book cover: “[Libro e]n que se Sient[an] las / partida[s] de Cas[a]Casa[mien]tos / que empies[a] 
en 1º de [Mar]zo / 6 / viene [illegible] / pres[illegible]io de Quinchao”. 

Back of book, on a white paper, glued, and typed: “-A C H A O- / -M A T R I M O N I O S 
5-2 / 1830- 1856-”. There is a numbering error: foja 61 does not exist, only as number 64; 

after foja 103v, the numbering repeats fojas 102 and 102v (that are called bis
continues with foja 104; and finally foja 119 does not exist, because it is called 120.

LMAn1

Book without any front or titles, but saying on the back: “MATRIMO / NIO / L. / I / 1879 
/ a / 1888”. The record has an index, and covers the first marriages of the city of Ancud.

LMA2

Jndice alfabetico del libro / de Matrimonio desde el año / de mil 
ochocientos tréinta el 19 de / Abril hasta el 27 de Abril del / año de mil ochocientos cin-
cuenta / y seis. = (1830-Á-1856.=) / Jndice confeccionado por el Cura Párroco / Pbro. D. 
Germán Ampuero en el año 1931. / [signed:] Germán Ampuero P. / Cura Párroco. / Contiene 
este Cuáderno 1987 partidas en Jndice. / [signed:] Germán Ampuero P. / CuraPárroco.

PARROQUIA de SANTA MARÍA DE ACHAO”. 

n que se Sient[an] las / partida[s] de Cas[a]Casa[mien]tos / que 
empies[a] en 1º de [Mar]zo / 6 / viene  / pres io de Quin-
chao”. 

-A C H A O- / 
-M A T R I M O N I O S 5-2 / 1830- 1856-

LMAn1

“MATRIMO / NIO / L. / I / 1879 / a / 1888
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